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protection of the hillsides from erosion, the hillmen must
be allowed to keep the bush growth under control. In ail
counter-erosion work, a balance must be struck so that
the welfare of all concerned may be promoted to the greatest
degree possible. Although a grass slope will not conserve
water like a heavily canopied forest, it will stop erosion
and thereby very greatly reduce flooding by taking the
silt out of the water. Silt is often a very big part of the
volume of floods. It would help greatly in convincing
both Government and public of the necessity and possibility
of reclothing the hills if small typical pieces of hillside, in
conspicuous places, were fenced in and carefully preserved,
just to show, year by year, what nature left to herself
can do to heal her wounds.
Apart from the actual hillsides there is a large area of
cultivated and cultivable land, and mixed with it are
grazing grounds, which are not steep enough to be treated as
hills. Wherever the land is sloping the rain water will run,
and the steeper the slope the faster it will run and the
more topsoil it will carry if not checked by a vegetative
cover." All this land, therefore, whether arable or pasture,
must be levelled, terraced and embanked.1 Even level
land must also be so treated, both to prevent erosion,
improve grazing, and control the run-off of the rain so as
to prevent damage farther down.
In many places gullies are rapidly cutting back into the
fields and grazing lands. These gullies must be plugged,
that is to say, the head where the water falls over the edge
and does the actual cutting must be cut back to a slope,
and the slope protected by brushwood fastened down to
prevent further cutting until a plant cover is established.
If careful watbandi is done up above to reduce the run-off,
1 See watbandi, p. 60.

